
































From: John Surridge
To: DNV Input
Cc: Mayor and Council - DNV
Subject: Keeping of Backyard Hens
Date: Monday, May 08, 2017 9:15:48 AM

Dear Mayor and Council:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.

To start with I should commend the report and supporting information from staff. They provided a very
comprehensive and balanced review of the issues.

Personally I am opposed to the subject of the bylaw. I recall families who kept backyard chickens when
I was young. (OK - a few years back…) The reality was far from the idealized view of country living.
Even well kept hen houses draw rodents and predators. Those who are keen about keeping backyard
hens usually tire of the novelty pretty quickly as they face the reality of keeping them clean and well
managed.

I note that there are a substantial list of potential offences and corresponding fines proposed but I
wonder if the District really needs yet another draw on its resources - I don’t think so.

Having said this I suspect that there may be a number of DNV residents in support. If the District does
go ahead then I would recommend a permit based system requiring the approval of a majority of
immediately adjacent neighbours. Typically this would be up to five immediately adjacent residences.
Such a scheme would at least limit the likelihood of complaints and the resulting workload on DNV
bylaw enforcement staff.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this issue.

All the best in your deliberations.

John Surridge





From: Barbara Eifler
To: DNV Input
Subject: Backyard Hens
Date: Tuesday, May 09, 2017 7:18:17 AM

If I wanted to live near barnyard animals, I would live next to a farm, NOT the District if North
Vancouver.
Our daughter went through this phase, her family us On Bowen Island where there lots of room for
hens to roam. They even built luxurious, heated accommodation for their hens. One year later, they had
all died.
Keeping hens belongs on a farm, not the City, and this IS a city.
You cannot accommodate the whim of every citizen.
Yours truly,
Barbara and Karl Eifler

Sent from my iPad





Some Comments on Backyard Chicken and their Eggs 

Corrie Kost, 2851 Colwood Dr. N. Vancouver 

In 2015 Calgary councillors(1) expressed worry about nuisance noises, the risk of avian flu and other 

diseases, unwanted chickens overwhelming the humane society, the cost of enforcing the coops, and 

their many regulations, and more. 

Eggs from backyard and small flocks are more likely to contain Salmonella Enteritidis (than 
commercially produced eggs) and thus the research highlights the potential risk posed by the 
consumption of eggs produced by backyard and small layer flocks. (2) 

Backyard chickens can be a more potent attractant to wildlife than our regular garbage and thus undo 

much of the community efforts to be more wildlife friendly. 

The backyard layout should ensure that chickens do not have access to fecal matter that may drop 

from birds flying overhead in order to protect chickens from diseases. 

The DNV’s urban location near our water reservoirs and creeks should be a factor in determining the 

allowed locations of backyard chickens.  

The best defense against predators is an electric fence – which ironically is not required in the 

proposed bylaw.  This (lack of an electric fence) implies that the Black Bear Society is opposed to this 

bylaw since this was a critical requirement in order to gain their support.  Concerns about potential 

harm to children by such fences(3) can readily be addressed by turning them off when residents are 

outdoors. Worldwide no deaths have been reported from properly installed backyard electric fences. 

Requirement to report sick or diseased chickens to a local veterinarian should also be included in the 

regulations.  

Council should consider if prospective owners will be required to take a course as part of a possible 

permitting process. Registration and tagging of chickens should also be considered.(4) 

Council should be aware that all eggs tasted the same in objectively conducted “blind” tests(5,6).  “The 

mindset of the taster has far more bearing on the flavor of the egg than the egg itself”(5). 

Any arguments using “education of our children” in support of this bylaw are made mute by the fact 

that both the Internet and our local Maplewood Farm already provide this “education”. 

Since I recommend the general policy “Do No Harm” I conclude that the scales, for me, are somewhat 

tilted in favour of rejecting a bylaw allowing backyard chickens. 

 

 



(1) http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/no-to-hen-raisers-council-votes-against-a-backyard-coop-pilot-program  

(2) http://news.psu.edu/story/425880/2016/09/14/eggs-small-flocks-more-likely-contain-salmonella-enteritidis  

(3) https://www.agrisellex.co.uk/blog/are-electric-fences-a-serious-safety-risk-to-humans/253  

(4) http://articles.extension.org/pages/70001/developing-regulations-for-keeping-urban-chickens  

(5) http://www.seriouseats.com/2010/08/what-are-the-best-eggs-cage-free-organic-omega-3s-grocery-store-brand-the-food-lab.html  

(6) http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/01/AR2010060100792.html 

(7) http://globalnews.ca/news/2054762/what-you-need-to-know-about-backyard-chickens/  

MISC. POINTS (some repeated from above text) to CONSIDER 

  The proposal to restrict this to single family homes does not mean they cannot be next to commercial or 

especially, multi-family homes. Single family homes next to multi-family are especially problematic due to 

overviews and increased negative impact that have significant impacts on the peaceful enjoyment of properties. 

 Regulation details matter.  See for example those of City of Kingston at 

https://www.cityofkingston.ca/documents/10180/26367/Backyard%20Hens%20Rules/2dcab1c0-d76f-4187-

a15b-fa49bcd878b2  

  Once the sun goes down it appears the chickens go to sleep and there is no noise at night. 

 Chickens carry salmonella, so people who have chickens need to clean and disinfect their hands, clothes and 

shoes after handling hens. 

 The advantage of a permitting process is that “grandfathering” could take place should having chickens be 

banned in the future. 

 From those with experience – you can expect a rodent increase in your yard/neighbourhood. 

 “Humanely” produced eggs are now readily commercially available at a reasonable price, thus negating much of 

the reason for producing them in one’s backyard. 

 Save money? Not really – the coop etc alone will set you back a few hundred to a few thousand dollars.  

Maintenance is not included. That buys you many years of eggs (each chicken lays about 15-25 dozen a year).  

Don’t forget chickens need proper food (scraps and grass etc. only go so far), and like all pets – medical 

attention. 

 A dog is a far better pet for children, both from an educational and therapeutic point of view than almost any 

alternative, including a chicken. 

 The Internet gives children a far better view of the animal world than has historically been the case. On the 

North Shore we are privileged to see an abundance of wild animals around us. 

Of course don’t forget about the DNV’s Maplewood Farm – a great place to take your kids & grandkids! 

 Hens can live up to 10 years but stop laying eggs after about four. This has consequences. 

 Chickens should be banded with owner contact information (should chickens get loose). 

 Vancouver has some exhaustive public health analysis around avian flu and identify that this is not a worry. 

Nonetheless, the public perception on this issue could be problematic and negatively impact the peaceful 

enjoyment of their property for some of our residents. 

 The BC SPCA warns that raising backyard chickens is not a “suitable practice for individuals with little to no 

knowledge or experience in chicken care” and recommends consumers looking for alternatives to store-bought 

eggs purchase them from an SPCA-certified farmer instead of raising their own chickens.(7) 

 The Black Bear Society endorses the raising of backyard chickens only if they are subject to a number of 

conditions – the main one being that an electric fence must surround the coop. Since the bylaw does not 

require an electric fence the Black Bear Society are opposed to the bylaw. 

http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/no-to-hen-raisers-council-votes-against-a-backyard-coop-pilot-program
http://news.psu.edu/story/425880/2016/09/14/eggs-small-flocks-more-likely-contain-salmonella-enteritidis
https://www.agrisellex.co.uk/blog/are-electric-fences-a-serious-safety-risk-to-humans/253
http://articles.extension.org/pages/70001/developing-regulations-for-keeping-urban-chickens
http://www.seriouseats.com/2010/08/what-are-the-best-eggs-cage-free-organic-omega-3s-grocery-store-brand-the-food-lab.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/01/AR2010060100792.html
http://globalnews.ca/news/2054762/what-you-need-to-know-about-backyard-chickens/
https://www.cityofkingston.ca/documents/10180/26367/Backyard%20Hens%20Rules/2dcab1c0-d76f-4187-a15b-fa49bcd878b2
https://www.cityofkingston.ca/documents/10180/26367/Backyard%20Hens%20Rules/2dcab1c0-d76f-4187-a15b-fa49bcd878b2
http://www.spca.bc.ca/welfare/farm-animal-welfare/farm-animals/egg-laying-hens/backyard-chickens.html




From: Chloe Legaspi
To: DNV Input
Subject: Chickens
Date: Thursday, May 11, 2017 2:37:04 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am a resident of the North Vancouver district, emailing in support of 'backyard chickens'.
There are a multitude of reasons as to why they should continue to be permitted, some of
which will be discussed here.

1) Pets
Why should residents be permitted to have household pets such as cats and dogs, but not
chickens? They are arguably less disruptive noise-wise, and are useful. While cats and dogs
(for example) may provide emotional/mental support - which chickens may do as well -
chickens prove useful for food sourcing.

2) Sustainability & Food
One of the most obvious reasons for keeping chickens is for the resources, in the form
of eggs, meat, and feathers. In a city/district that highly endorses healthy living,
sustainability, and local produce, an act such as keeping chickens should be encouraged!
How could one lecture on and say they support a local diet (ex. 100 mile diet), but oppose
something as local as one's own yard? Rather than buying farmed chickens and eggs, why
not raise them yourself? Mass produce farming and the ethics of it are an entire argument
in and of itself, which can be helped by allowing the public to tend their own produce.
Additionally, mass slaughters of chickens and genetic alterations are much less likely at a
home farm, than at a government funded "farming" facility. Chickens are more likely to be
free range, natural, unaltered, and brought up ethically (rather than mass produced) at a
home farm.

3) Values
For households that tend chickens and also have children, valuable lessons may be
taught/learned from the experience - though households without children may learn values
as well. Tending chickens takes patience, responsibility, commitment, and effort. Those
raising chickens will experience the hard work that it takes to produce food; gaining
understanding, appreciation, awareness, and respect for the process and result. The act of
hands-on learning is a great teaching tool, with lessons that may be applied to all aspects of
life, rearing a more well-rounded person. Understanding the difficulties of tending chickens
will make the reward after much more deserved.

Though there are many more arguments that could be made in support of 'backyard
chickens', I will conclude here. Thank you for your time and consideration.







From: Antje Wahl
To: DNV Input
Subject: Keeping of Backyard Hens Bylaw 8211
Date: Thursday, May 11, 2017 4:28:38 PM

While I support the keeping of backyard hens, I would like to see a requirement for

electric fencing to keep bears away from chicken feed. Fencing part of a backyard

doesn't cost much. My experience from rural areas is that either chicken coops have

electric fencing or the owners shoot the bears that will eventually break into the

coop. 

Even in my neighbourhood away from the forest a cougar was spotted last summer. 4

years ago a black bear was killed a few blocks away in the City of North Vancouver.

Almost every year I see a bear in residential lanes near Keith Road and Mountain

Highway.

Improper garbage handling, unpicked fruit and bird feeders are to blame, but we

shouldn't add new attractants when the District and residents haven't managed the

existing attractants.

Without mandatory electric fencing I am opposed to the proposed bylaw. 

Sincerely,

Antje Wahl



From: JULIA SMITH
To: DNV Input
Cc: Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond; James Hanson
Subject: Our Feathered Friends the Backyard Hens
Date: Thursday, May 11, 2017 4:37:48 PM

My name is Julia Smith & I live at   I support the proposed bylaw to allow the
keeping of backyard hens.  I cannot attend the meeting on May 16th so would like my letter of support
here to carry the same weight as if I were in attendance.

With thanks,
Julia

Julia Smith
Resident

North Vancouver, BC



From: Linda Henderson
To: DNV Input
Subject: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Thursday, May 11, 2017 6:43:57 PM

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 



From: Deb Cannon
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: I support backyard hens
Date: Thursday, May 11, 2017 8:31:48 PM

Dear Mayor and Councillors,

 I Deborah Cannon, reside at  I am a resident of the DNV and I

support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.

Regards,

Deborah Cannon



From: J Brook
To: DNV Input
Subject: Backyard hens - DNV
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 10:12:52 AM
Importance: High

Hi,

I,  Judith Brook, reside at . I am a resident of the DNV
and I support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.
 
Thank you
Judith Brook



From: Fariba Namazi
To: DNV Input
Subject: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 10:45:45 AM

This is Fariba Namazi and I just want to support my neighbours to have their hens in their backyard.

 
Regards Fariba Namazi



From: Rodney Brickell
To: DNV Input
Cc: Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond; James

Hanson; Cristina Rucci
Subject: Backyard Hens - Public Hearing - May 16, 2017
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 12:28:59 PM

Hello Team DNV,
I am Rodney Brickell and reside at , North Vancouver, .

I support backyard hens in the DNV, as per the draft bylaw tabled at the April 10, 2017, Council
Meeting, along with the Black Bear Society's proposed amendment thereto, namely that coop
registration ($50) be mandatory and that a permit only be granted post a Bylaw Officer's site inspection
of intended coop location. I deem this requirement to represent no hardship to anyone who is serious
about the responsibility of keeping backyard hens and above all in a manner that is respectful of
neighbours.
Likewise, the draft penalties for bylaw infractions should represent no concern to those who are
committed to doing things right.

Concerns of the Black Bear Society have been addressed through the stringent requirements proposed.
It is worth noting that the highest incidence of beekeeping in the DNV (with honey being a known
attractant to bears) is in the Lynn Valley area and there being no stringent requirements/public hearing
when that bylaw was passed.......nor subsequent DNV concerns of black bears attacking bee hives.

Through the North Vancouver chapter of CLUCK and the intended workshops to be held at Maplewood
Farm, good support is available to backyard hen hobbyists.
That said, given the money, time and effort to maintain a coop, no proliferation of backyard hens is
expected in the DNV. A number of coops already exist in the DNV and have done so for many years,
without knowledge or concern to the DNV.....or the black bears.

It is not in my nature to fly under the radar hence my desire to legally keep backyard hens in a
responsible way and to act as a good example to others who seek to do likewise.

Having waited five years for this opportunity, I am hopeful that you will see your way to allowing this
bylaw to pass.

Regards,
Rodney Brickell



From: Kate Jadue
To: DNV Input
Cc: Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond; James Hanson
Subject: In support of a new backyard hen bylaw
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 12:45:24 PM

To whom it may concern,
My name is Kate Jadue and I live at . I
wholeheartedly support the proposed bylaw to allow the keeping of backyard hens.
 Unfortunately I am unable attend the upcoming meeting on May 16th .
If I were able I would not miss it as I have been an advocate for allowing backyards
hens for many years.
Please accept this letter of support in lieu of my presence on Tuesday. 

Many  thanks,
Kate

Kate Jadue
Resident
District of North Vancouver



From: catriona moore
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: Support for backyard chickens bylaw
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 2:51:11 PM

To the Honorable Mayor and Council,

I, Catriona Moore, reside at .  I am a resident of the DNV and I
support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.
This is bylaw will help to strengthen our local food system, and improve the health of our
community.

Thank you,
Catriona Moore



From: Caroline Hanson
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: Backyard Hens - I approve
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 3:18:56 PM

To whom it may concern,

My name is Caroline Hanson and I live at .  I am resident of the DNV and I
support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.  

Kind Regards, Caroline Hanson

>



From: Dave Milner
To: DNV Input
Subject: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 3:56:37 PM

I am in full support of the backyard chicken initiative for residents of the District of
North Vancouver.

David Milner
 North Vancouver

 





From: Arla Sargent
To: DNV Input
Subject: Fwd: BACKYARD HENS
Date: Sunday, May 14, 2017 1:49:42 PM

Re: PUBLIC HEARING - KEEPING OF BACKYARD HENS  , MAY 16,2017

MUNICIPAL CLERK, AND COUNCIL,

This is my submission re the public hearing for By-law 8211. Please include the
previous letter below.  And I add the fact that in the last 2 weeks one neighbour
discovered the grisly remains of ginger- coloured creature in her back-yard.  Then a
few days later another neighbour was knocking on our door hoping to find her
missing cat.  My point in telling this is that choosing to live in beautiful NVD
requires  a degree of common sense regarding our wild life- not blindly ignoring it or
imagining a Disney World take on it.  The DNV  requires its citizens to follow all
kinds of rules to  avoid bad outcomes with bears,  ( garbage rules, seasonal bird
feeders, etc.). And most of us adhere to these responsibly.

I now ask the Council to act responsibly and vote "NO" on this By-Law proposal.

Arla Sargent

North Vancouver

-------- Forwarded Message --------
Subject:BACKYARD HENS

Date:Sun, 19 Mar 2017 08:58:16 -0700
From:Arla Sargent 

To:ruccic@dnv.org
CC:bearinfo@northshorebears.com, jane.thornwaite.mla@leg.bc.ca

TO:

Cristina Ruccic/DNV

RE:       Backyard Hen Comments

While reading today's North Shore News,  I read  on page A5, there's to 
be a" BEAR FORUM" and I'm invited to bring my ideas, concerns and 
discuss them.

Then on page A14 I read about "a proposal for backyard hens" and I'm 
invited to send my feedback on the topic.

IS THIS AN EARLY APRIL FOOL'S JOKE??  OR IS THE GOAL TO PERSUADE THE 
BEARS TO PURSUE CHICKENS RATHER THAN OUR BIRD-FEEDERS, & GARBAGE?



We have lived in this single family residential zone( only type of 
property where 2-6 hens allowed)  since 1964.  Like many north shore 
properties, ours borders a ravine with a stream.

Over this 53yr period we have witnessed the following wild-life in our 
backyard:  bears, raccoon s, a mountain lion, a deer, a bobcat, tree- 
rats, and overhead- eagles. And what do all these creatures have in 
common on their menu?   CHICKENS!

During the first 20 yrs. our dogs could safely roam about our fenced 
yard, however; in the last 20 it's been necessary to personally 
accompany our "grand-dogs" for their safety because of the ever 
increasing wild-life visitations.

About a decade ago a  bear that frequented our little cul-de-sac was 
declared a nuisance bear and put down.  Everyone was upset and one 
neighbour even chopped down an apple tree the bear liked.  A decade 
before that those black composting bins were popular , so our young 
well- meaning neighbours installed one and composted. Result- both our 
homes became infested with rats!   In our case they preferred the attic 
via our front tree . Until then we had lived rat free for over 30yrs.

And now someone has the insane idea to allow "2- 6 hens per property" 
.......but oh, NO ROOSTERS!

Let me tell you what life is like living beside chicken coops in an 
urban situation---------ABSOLUTE BEDLAM!  As a child living in a 
commercial  area of  Toronto, our neighbour installed a chicken coop 
much to my mother's ( correct) horror.  The constant clucking woke us up 
very early each AM and their presence brought the inevitable pests- even 
into our homes.

To conclude- for all the reasons given above I most certainly oppose 
allowing ANY CHICKENS in residential zones.  The proposal disrespects 
all of our sincere attempts to keep bears and the other wildlife , which 
we enjoy as part of our chosen north shore lifestyle, away from our 
back-yards .  The bears could smell those chickens miles away!

So, be kind to us all , ( including those poor captive chickens),  JUST 
SAY NO!

Arla Sargent

N.Vancouver District



From: Peter Chu
To: DNV Input
Subject: Bylaw 8211 input from a concern citizen.
Date: Sunday, May 14, 2017 9:20:31 PM

I was living in Asia when the bird flu killed hundreds of innocent people, many of them seniors and
children who had no idea what hit them. Our daily lives were turned upside down and the community I
lived in became a terrifying place where people stayed in doors and stopped talking and interacting with
people around them. I find it rather surprising that such a proposal is even on the agenda for council to
consider here on the north shore.

How soon we forget how many innocent people were killed by the bird flu epidemic in Asia. I find it
rather distributing that council would even consider such a silly request and ask for public input. Please
go and do relevant research into this subject matter. I can't even begin to imagine the health and social
ramifications of a potential "bird flu" like epidemic in our community

Next, and perhaps on a more practical note, does anyone know how much daily waste (poop) is
produced by six chickens?   Do we have any idea how we will dispose of such waste considering the
pollution that will result if multiple homes start to domesticate chickens in their backyards. I would bet
even the advocates themselves will be surprised what a monumental (and nasty) task it will be to
dispose of the waste. 

Next, the average life span of a chicken is 20-25 weeks.  At the end of such time, we have two choices:
cook them or bury them. If we dispose of them, we can either bury the remains in the backyard or
depose the remains in a humane and safe manner.  Using the backyard as burial grounds will surely
attract unwanted wild life as the remains will take days to decompose.  Leaving our waste management
system for disposal would required them to develop safe and sanitary process to depose of dead
chickens.  I can think of a number of more pressing projects in need of our tax dollar.

Finally, chickens moved from homes to farms for many reasons. One of the main considerations is
because it is more efficient to raise chickens on a farm if our intent is to farm them as a food source.
Alternatively, if advocates are proposing chickens would be good pets, I would ask where and when
was the last time we saw a vet at the strip mall advertising medial services for "sick chickens". The
precedence created would be unthinkable as I am sure others would come forward with proposals to
domesticate other farm animals.  Soon we will have ducks, goats, and other farm animals in our
backyards. Would we have an issue with our neighbors have six goats as pets...especially if the goats
cockatoos every morning regardless of the day of the week and regardless of daylight savings.

For most parts, the OCP for north vancouver is residential, the domestication of chickens should not be
allowed unless of course chickens are consider as domestic animals. I believe Health Canada may have
a regulation or two around domestication of farm animals in an urban setting. I bet we would see some
interesting court battles on this issue.

Regards
Concerned North Shore Resident.

Sent from my iPhone



From: Penny Ly
To: DNV Input
Cc: Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond; James

Hanson
Subject: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Sunday, May 14, 2017 10:43:32 PM

I, Penny Hall, reside at  North Vancouver. I am a resident of the DNV and
I support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.



From: Jason Hall
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: Fwd: Fw: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Sunday, May 14, 2017 10:50:36 PM

 
I, Jason Hall, reside at  North Vancouver. I am a resident of the DNV and
I support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.





From: Bob & Shirley Young
To: DNV Input
Subject: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Monday, May 15, 2017 9:38:46 AM

I, Shirley Young, of  North Vancouver, B.C. 
 support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard

hens.
There are so many positive aspects of encouraging people to raise
hens.
Thank you for ensuring this bylaw is approved.
 
Shirley Young

Virus-free. www.avast.com



From: Brian Burtch
To: DNV Input
Subject: Objections to proposed bylaw to allow backyard hens
Date: Monday, May 15, 2017 10:16:45 AM
Attachments: Brian Burtch objections to backyard chickens proposal.docx

Please find attached my objections to the proposed Bylaw 8211, "to regulate and

allow for the keeping of backyard hens". 

Thank you for your consideration. I have pasted the contents of the attachment below

for ease of access.

Sincerely,

Brian Burtch

---------------

May 15, 2017
I wish to comment on the District's consideration of a proposal for backyard hens in single
family residential areas.  I oppose this proposal.  

I have accessed the dnv.org/hens site and several other resource sites that address potential
advantages of and concerns about permitting backyard hens in urban settings.  It appears to
me that there is a skew in the details of the proposed bylaw, with positive wordings of
helping, empowering, minimizing, managing and such, and the wording of keeping chickens
in your backyard is misplaced, as I see this as proposal for other residents keeping chickens
in their backyards. I have no interest whatsoever in keeping chickens on our property or
having them anywhere near our property. I had hoped that an outline of specific points of
opposition might be highlighted in the dnv site to balance the very benign wording of
managing noise, odours, rodents. 

I will focus on several key points tied to my strong opposition to the proposal. I invite
council to consider that there is no compelling need to pass this bylaw and in fact there are
strong reasons to reject it. 

Please understand that I have no objection to the keeping of hens or other appropriate
creatures in more rural environments. In fact, my niece in Yorkshire keeps 11 hens, 2 pygmy
goats, and other animals on their property. But they are flanked only by open fields, not by
nearby neighbours.

1. No need for backyard hens 
Eggs are found in abundance in the district. Free-range, brown, white, speckled, medium,
extra-large, these are all readily available to us. For me, legitimate uses of an urban/suburban
backyard  include a safe space for children to play, adults to recreate, to plant gardens, and to
secure a measure of one's quiet enjoyment of property.
2.  Objectionable noises and quiet enjoyment of property
District Bylaw 7188 details "Objectionable Noises or Sounds" which are "...liable to disturb
the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or convenience of individuals or the public and are
prohibited."  Reading on, 5(d) refers to noise or sound that "extends continuously or
discontinuously for 15 minutes or more", with specific mention of noise or sound created by
"(ii) a dog or any other animal or bird" (emphasis added). 



























































From: Meagan Roberge
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: I support Backyard Chickens in DNV
Date: Monday, May 15, 2017 1:27:43 PM

I, Meagan Roberge, residing at  North Vancouver BC am a member of the DNV and I
support the proposed bylaw to allow the keeping of backyard chickens.

Meagan Roberge









From: Doreen Marbry
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: Proposed Hen Keeping bylaw
Date: Monday, May 15, 2017 3:27:02 PM

“I Doreen Marbry, own property at  in the District of North
Vancouver. I support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens."
Please record my 'YES Vote' at tomorrow's public hearing on the proposed Hen
Keeping Bylaw.
Thank You

Sent from my iPad



From: Igor Jadue-Lillo
To: DNV Input
Cc: James Hanson; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Robin Hicks; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond
Subject: Time for the hens to sing!
Date: Monday, May 15, 2017 3:41:46 PM

My name is Igor Jadue-Lillo and I’ve been a North Shore resident for more than 10 years at 

It’s time to give a chance to the chickens, let the chicken lovers love their chickens.
It will only make our community richer in spirit and soul.

Thanks,

Igor Jadue-Lillo.





From: Deb
To: DNV Input
Subject: Backyard Hen Keeping Bylaw
Date: Monday, May 15, 2017 6:00:19 PM

Hello, 

My name is Deb Fayle, and reside at  North Vancouver,  

 I am a resident of the DNV and I support the proposed bylaw to allow for the 

keeping of backyard hens.

Thank you,

Deb Fayle



From: Behzad Arasteh
To: DNV Input
Subject: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Monday, May 15, 2017 8:03:07 PM

Hi there,
My name is Behzad arasteh and I reside at  in the district of
North Vancouver.  I a, in support of resident having backyard hens.
Thanks,

Behzad



From: Bruno Kieffer
To: DNV Input
Cc: Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond; James

Hanson
Subject: Backyard Hen Keeping
Date: Monday, May 15, 2017 10:31:27 PM

I Bruno Kieffer, reside at , North Vancouver. I am a

resident of the DNV and I support the proposed bylaw to allow for the

keeping of backyard hens.

Sincerely,

Bruno Kieffer



From: Michele Romano
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: In support of backyard hens
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 7:02:49 AM

I Michele Romano, reside at  North Vancouver. I am a resident of the DNV and I
support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens."

Thanks so much,

Michele

Sent from my iPhone



From: Kathy Moradian
To: DNV Input
Cc: Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks
Subject: chickens in yards
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 7:13:02 AM

I Kathy Moradian reside at I am a resident of the DNV and I 
support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.

Thanks very much.



From: Jikky Middleton
To: DNV Input
Subject: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 8:08:09 AM

I am in full support and think it is a wonderful idea especially for families and encourages children to
play outside and enjoy our beautiful province.
Sincerely
Jikky Middleton

Sent from my iPad



From: thys armstrong
To: DNV Input
Subject: I am in support of Backyard Hens
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 8:19:40 AM

To whom it may concern,

I think it is a wonderful idea and it encourages families to enjoy the outdoors more often. I strongly
support the initiative to change the bylaw regarding backyard hens.

Sincerely,
Thys Armstrong

Sent from my iPhone





From: Toby Barazzuol
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: Support for the keeping of backyard hens in DNV
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 9:45:22 AM

Hello, I understand that there is a hearing today in regards to keeping chickens in
the District of North Vancouver.

My name is Toby Barazzzuol and reside at , North
Vancouver. I am a homeowner and resident of the DNV and I support the proposed
bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens. 

The benefits of allowing urban chickens far outweigh the negatives. I trust you will
vote in favour of this bylaw to allow chickens. Thank you for your consideration.

Toby Barazzuol



From: Felipe Lozano
To: DNV Input
Cc: Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond; James

Hanson
Subject: backyard hens
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 10:12:30 AM

I Felipe Lozano, reside at ., I am a resident of the DNV and I support the
proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.







From: Louise Simkin on behalf of Infoweb
To: DNV Input
Subject: FW: Share your thoughts with Mayor and Council
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 11:29:22 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: infoweb@dnv.org [mailto:infoweb@dnv.org] On Behalf Of District of North Vancouver
Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 11:02 AM
To: Infoweb <infoweb@dnv.org>
Subject: Share your thoughts with Mayor and Council

Submitted on Tuesday, May 16, 2017 - 11:02 Submitted by user: Anonymous Submitted values are:

Your name: Penelope
Your email address: Whittam
Your phone number:
What would you like to tell Mayor and Council?
I am in favour of allowing backyard hens. I understand that you are voting on this tonight. Thank you.
Penny Whittam
Add additional information:



From: Dr. Leopold
To: DNV Input
Subject: backyard hens
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 1:27:30 PM

I am strobly supporting backyard hens.

Thank You.

 
Wolf F Leopold

North Vancouver, BC. 





























From: Alex Nelson
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: Public Hearing Input - Backyard Hens: District of North Vancouver
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 1:56:17 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

 I Alex Nelson, a resident of  and of the District of
North Vancouver support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of
backyard hens.

Sincerely,
Alex Nelson







From: Louise Simkin on behalf of Infoweb
To: DNV Input
Subject: FW: backyard hens bylaw
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 3:52:06 PM

 
 
From: Meredith Anderson [mailto  
Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 3:17 PM
To: Infoweb <infoweb@dnv.org>
Subject: backyard hens bylaw
 
To the District Clerk,

 

I cannot attend the hearing this evening, but wanted to voice my support for the backyard hens bylaw.  I think it

would be fantastic for homeowners to have the option of keeping hens on their property.  I hope that council will

support this bylaw, which responsibly handles the challenges to allow the safe and clean keeping of hens.

 

Sincerely,

Meredith Anderson 

North Vancouver



From: Marc Ledwon
To: DNV Input; Richard Walton, Mayor; Roger Bassam; Robin Hicks; Doug MacKay-Dunn; Lisa Muri; Mathew Bond;

James Hanson
Subject: Backyard hens
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 4:10:35 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

I, Marc Ledwon, reside at  in North Vancouver. I am a resident of

the DNV and I support the proposed bylaw to allow for the keeping of backyard hens.

-- 
Marc Ledwon, 



From: Louise Simkin
To: DNV Input
Subject: FW: Backyard chicken bylaw
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 4:45:27 PM

 
 
From: Alissa Rouben [mailto  
Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 4:44 PM
To: Mayor and Council - DNV <Council@dnv.org>
Subject: Backyard chicken bylaw
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Due to having young children, I am unable to attend the public meeting Re: Bylaw allowing
chickens in the backyards in the District of North Vancouver.
 
Please accept this email as my voice AGAINST the bylaw as a homeowner in the District. 
 
The following are the reasons behind my stand on the issue.
 
1. Attraction of more wildlife. There are numerous sightings of bears in the area, not to
mention raccoons and cougars. We lock away our garbage, and having farm animals on
properties will only act as bait. 
 
2. It is unsanitary. Farm animals, especially poultry have been linked to cases of salmonella
and avian flu. Who will be responsible for making sure that the chickens are being cared for
properly in order to avoid such issues.
 
3. Animal abandonment. What will happen when people realize that having a chicken is not
for them? Such issues can lead to animal cruelty and further strain on the SPCA.
 
4. Rodents. Farm animals and their feed attract rodents. I for one, already spend numerous
amount of money on rodent control in the past few years. I later found out that my neighbors
at  have chickens in the coup. I have reported this to the bylaw, but not sure
if anything has been done. 
 
5. There are plenty of farm markets in the area that sell fresh, antibiotic free eggs. Having
people raise their own will take away from the farmers that produce eggs professionally and
rely on the income to live.
 
 
 
Thank you,
 
 
Alissa Rouben 
 
 
 









 

 

Some Requests of Council 

o Do not pass Bylaw 8211.  Refer to above notes. 
o Amend this bylaw to state “Only one coup of ANY kind” is allowed per 

residential lot.  This is necessary because currently Pigeon coups are 
allowed in the DNV. 

o The Keeping of Pigeons Bylaw #4078 is currently almost 50 years old and 
considering that and the current proposed chicken bylaw, it should be 
reviewed by council and the public regarding possible amendments, or 
revocation etc. 

o Add to any accepted chicken bylaw how, when, where live unwanted 
chickens are to be disposed of by Owners.  They only lay eggs for 2 
years.  New birds in most cases cannot be added to a current group 
without isolation, injury, and possible death. 

o Do not simply feel the need to do what 2 of 3 municipalities on the 
Northshore have done.  Do what is in the best interest of the DNV 
residential property Owners. 

o Consider the financial impact of this bylaw on neighbouring properties. 
o How and by who is this potential bylaw going to be enforced? 
o Put in bylaw,  

o Step 1: Register & pay fees re coup before getting chickens  
o Step 2: Mandatory inspection of coup after registration. 
o Step 3: Once coup has been approved, 2-4 chickens can be placed 

in coup. 
o Step 4: Follow-up annual inspections (if not more) mandatory. 

o Have funds be set aside for enforcement and voluntary surrender of 
unwanted chickens. 

o One premise of some lobbying done before you are to facilitate the DNV 
idea of sustainability.  Consider that 6 chickens do not sustain an average 
family of 4 nor the entire community and Council should encourage the 
support of current local businesses.  

o Examine the statistics from the online survey conducted in March/April 
2017 with the consideration that statistics can be skewed by lobby groups 
that do not necessarily represent most DNV residences. 

o The current proposed chicken bylaw is worded with a slant implying any 
issues are minor. 

 

Betty Forbes 
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