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1.0 Statement of Limitations 

Adjush11ents, as~umptions, and the conclusions dri1wn in this report are based on the 

professional e>.pericnce of Brian Priest of B.A. Blackwell i1 nd Associates Ltd (the 'Consultant'). 

The opinions expressed below are also based on w ri tten and ve rbal info rmati on supplied in 
part by o ther parties. 

The inspection of the trees \·vas conducted using the Visui11 T ree Assessment method in 

accord ance w ith the procedures outlined in tlw Pacific N orwest Chapter oi the Inte rnati ona l 

Society of A rbori culture's Trt'e Risk /\ ssessmcnt in the Urban Rura l Interface. A ll relevant and 

current arboriculture techniques were utilized du ring the inspection. No in vi"lsive coring or 
dri ll ing was cond uctcd. 

It is not possible for the Consultant to detect every cond ition or defect th at could resu It in 

fai lure o f a tree, shrub or p<Ht thereof. T rees, as liv ing o rganisms, arc prone to alli1ck by insects, 
disease, and other abio tic factors such i1S \·vind, snow, and frost that may at any time affl:ct the 

structural or biologicctl well being o f the assessed trees. Given these facto rs, the consultant 

canno t guarctntee that the tree \·Viii be sa fe and healthy under al l situations or for n given 

amount of time. Any prescribed mitigation measures for tree heal th or sa fety cannot be t~ ssured 

and this assessment is vt~ lid only on tlw dny on w hich it \-\'as completed. 

Tree trea tments ~uch as pruning, topping o r remova l could potentially involve issues beyond 

the bread th of the Consultant's scn ·iccs including: improperly marked pri va te land boundaries, 

ownership, neighbourly d isputes and other considcrctti ons. These issues canno t be fully taken 

into account unless all the information is d isclosed to the Consul tn nt by the client in a complete 
and nccuratc m<mner. 

The Consultant canno t accept responsibil i ty fo r any issues o r events that have arisen since the 

dnte of th e inspection and the date the report was w ritten. The Consultant accepts that the 
report represents profess i on <~ I judgement and that the Consultant's responsibilities arc limited 

to the contPnt of th is report. 

2.0 Statement of Qualifications 

The Consulting Arborist, Brian Priest, Certified Tree Risk Assessor, Registered Prof0ssional 

Forester /!3575 has over five vea rs o f experience in arboriculture and urban forestry in BC and 
has been a practicing pro fessional forester in B.C for 20 yea rs. The Consultant has worked for a 

di verse array of clients conducting trees risk assessments including: 

• BC T imber Sales 

• Pr ivate Citizens 

• C i ty of Surrey 
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Whi le working for these clients, the consultant has completed Tree Health Assessment Reports 

and Wildfire Hazard A!;scssmcnt Reports. In add ition to providing professional arboricu l turc 

se rv ices, the consultant also has experience in urban forestry including w ildfire hazard 

mitigation, urban forest management and pest man<~gement. 

Brian Priest, RPF 

!SA Certified A rborist and Trel? Ri sk Assessor 

3.0 Introduction 

T he Client, M r Ravinder Khak of Surrey, retained the p rofessional arboricultu re services of B. 

A. Blackwell and Associa tes Ltd. to assess the tree inven tory and make recommendations on 

removal and retention for the residential subdiv ision proposed for 2698 V iolet Street in the 

District of North Vancouver (DNV). Constru ction of l\·vo sing le family homes is planned for the 

p roperty. Building design is in the formative stages therefore tree retention recommendations 
should be confirmed based on finJI bu ilding design <~ pprova l. 

4.0 Property Description 

The property under review is located at 2698 V io let Street in the DNV. The lega l property 

identifica tion is Lot D, Blocks 5 and 6, District Lot 580, Plan 3842 and the Parcel Identifier (PID) 
is 012-121-703. 

The property at presen t con tains a 60 yea r old single fam ily home \·vhich wi ll be demolished 

and the property subdivided to create two new sing le fam ily lots w ith access off Violet Street. 

The development si te consists of one lot approximately 9.50 m2 in size that slopes gently 
southvvard to V iolet Street. A n unpaved laneway access is also ava ilable. 

5.0 Findings 

A n assessment of the trees on the site \·vas conducted on June 10, 2014 by Brian Priest, RPF. 
Trees were eva luated for their preservation potentia l based on overall health and structure and 

whether they conflict w ith proposed building plans. 

The property has sca ttered tree cover, w ith no bouleva rd trees present as a result of overhead 

power l ines (Figure 3). No trees are presen t wi thin the existing front ya rd w hich will allow 
un impeded access to wate r and sewer hookup. 

Table 1 provides indiv idual tree eva luation and related recommendations. 

The two mature red alder (Figu re I) situated nea r the north end of the property arc in declining 

hea lth and hold little long term retentive va lue. Evidence of signifi cClnt internal fracturing i1nd 

lean w as noted on tree 1 (Figure 2). Tree 2 is another red alder situated within a metre o f tree 1 
and wh ile i t shows moderate ex terior form and structure, the ability of this pioneer species to 

adapt and thrive as a standJionc tree is doubtful. 

Remova l of both tree 1 and 2 is recom n1ended. 
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T rcl':-. -1 Clnd 7 Me a snMII jCipCinese mCiplc and a crimson 1-..ing maple re~pecti vely w hich will 
need removCII to accommodCite de\·elopmcnt. 

1 he remCi in ing t ree~ on the property are recommended for retention but on a preliminary basis 

on ly. Final recommendations w ill be based on review of tlw final Clpprovcd building plans. 

ThNe wi ll be Cl ci1C1nge in crown closure Cl ssociC~tcd with the remova l n'commendations outlined 

in this report. Pre-treatment cro\\'n closure fo r the lot is estimated at 25% wh ile post-treatmen t 
crown closu rc wi II be appro>. i ma tel y 4 ';{,, 

6.0 Impact Assessment 

1\ gt'IWral Clsscssmen t was completed to cvalualf' the impact tree remova l would have on the 

long-tNm grovvth, survival and stability of the remaining trees in the v icini ty. Considering the 

locCi tion of the trees selected for removCI I, the asscssnwnt suggesb th at tree remova l \•v iii not 
cnmprnmisL' the risl-.. of failure or overall tree heCI Ith to rL'maining tr<'l'S, both on and adjacent to 

the property. Any proposed grade changes, both raising and lmwrin g, around the retention 

trees could pose significa nt problems f0r success( ul tree pre:,crvation. It is recommended that a 

rcas~L'Ssmcnt be undertaken once final grad ing, underg round uti l ities loca tion and construction 

plans an' confirmed . 
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Figure 1. Two mature red alder trees =1 and =2 in d ecl ining health a t the rear or North en d of the 
property. 
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figure 2. Red alder tree =1 with significant interna l fra cture and lean. 

7.0 Soil and Root Protection 

One of the keys to maintaining the integrity of the tree retention zone is ensuring the root 

systems of the trees remain healthy . lle<~ lthy root systems depend on a sufficien t supply of ai r, 

water, nutrients, nnd a moderate microclimate. Construction around retained trt'es imposes a 
signi fi cant risk to this through remova l of nutrient rich topsoil, compaction of surface soi l, <1nd 

phys i c<~ I da mfl gc to roots. In addition, the n<1tu rc o f constructed surfaces su rrounding retained 

trees can nlso impnd root ;:one oxygen, nutrien t, and water supply, as we ll and summer 

temperatures. 

Root protl'Ction /.OnC's rnust be established, prior to any de\'elopmcnt acti vi ty, around the trees 

that are to be retained and along the edge of the retention zone. 
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Table 1. Inventory and Evaluation of Trees at 2698 Violet Street. 

Diameter Location 

Tree # Species 
at Breast Overall Health Comments/Recommenda 
Height Condition Assessment tion 

(em) 
I 15"o lean towards 

I On-site lane, s tem crack 

Red Poor 111 
;md stem decay I ncaiL•d at rear (north) of 

I 5~ 
M~1dcra te 

visible on no rth prop~-.•rty. R~..•mnvc tree, p111H 
a lder 

~ide. Wi thin a c<~ ndid.lt L' for prl.'~c rv<~ t ion . 

miscd planting 

bed. 

I l.owcr 

On-s ite cod~..,mi nant 

removed year, 

Red 
<~go at basl'. Old I ~IC<Jtcd ne\ltutree =I. Nut 

2 
<J ider 

6-1 iVh,dcrJh.' t ret.', potential f~,r a good c.111d idate for long 

infection a t this tc nn re tention, remon~ tree. 

c ulling . l-ull 
c rown, n ~· o ther 

health concern" 

C he rry 
On-~it t• 

Cond 
No s ig n of he<l lth Rl'lain if desi red 

3 2-1 
bsue~ :'lm lrL'e protection 7onc. 

O n-site No s ig n of health 
Remove tu make way fo r 

Japanese issues. Tree is 
-1 

maple 
10 C!>Od 

s ituated in a 
de,·clopment. 

planting bed. 

Wes te rn On-site 
J m \<J II pruned 

hcmlnd .. RemPvc t<) make way fo r 

" -- C<•od and ~haped 
he d ge 

hedge 
d evelo pme nt. 

(Strees) 

Wes te rn O n-site 
J m I<JI I pruned 

he mlod. Re move t11 mnke way k• r 
6 -- c~'('d nnd s hnped 

hed ge 
h ed ge 

devcl<'pmcnt. 

(5 trccs) 

C rimson On-site 
o sign of health Remove I<• mil ke way f0r 

7 King 20 GOlld 
Maple 

i"'>ue~ development. 

Purple O ff-si te 
N<• sign of health Rc t.1 in. 3m trt•c protection 

8 leaved 15 C0nd 
issues tO Ill' . 

plum 

On-site Re ta in. :'lm tree protection 

\!o s ign of health 
/Oill' . 

9 
\'inc 

17 CN1d C rown e ntwined in alder, 
maple issues 

~pccial CMl' rcqu i red when 

I removin~ alder. 
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Pro l«OOol' . ...... ~ 
c::J £!o.4:t"'Q f o:(~rf 

l.lol l~ "'"* . 

Figure 3. 1\-lap of 2698 Violet Avenue in the Dist rict of North Vancouver ind icating trees for 
protection and removal. 
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8.0 Recommendations and Construction Protection Guidelines 

The root protection zone (RPZ) is an area designated around the tr<:'e where no construction, 

excava tion or g rade alteration sha lltilkc place '-'Vi thout a certified <1rbor ist's appro\·CJI. This 

protection area is required to retain the tree in good hea lth. 

1. Seek a pe rmi t for the removal of trees listed in Tab le 1. 

2. Prio r to <my demo li tion or construction, protcctivt• fencing must bt• const ructed and 

maintClined for the duration oi the project. Six times the d ii'lmctt• r was uscd as thc opti­

mal root pro tection ?one (RPZ). 

3. Utilities should be rerouted away from the RPZ vv herc feasible. A certified arborist 

should superv ise any root excavation w ithin the RPZ. Water and s<mitary networks are 

at present connected to the ci ty serv ice on the south side of the property on V iolet Street 

4. Do not spo il any materia l v;ithin the d rip line o f the retained trees. 

5. To reduce the possibility of damage to surrounding vegetation, minimize the depth and 

w idth of excavat ion w hen stumping. 

6. Surft1ce drain<1gc shou ld not be altered to din'ct wa ter in to or out of the RPZ and \Va ter 
fi O\·V should be leit as natural as possible. 

7. Upon completi on of construction bu t during landscap ing, l imit backfi ll depth around 

the trees to less than 30 em and usc soi l that is sand y to p rov ide well aerated fill. Backfill 

material has the po tential to su ffocate the roo ts, killing the tree slowly over time. It is 

advisab le to retain the g round conditions in as natural state as currentl y exists. 

8. So i l moisture conditions must be monito red during hot and dry weather. Regular irriga­

tion should be provided and whe re necessary, apply mulch to aid in moisture retention . 

9. Ongoing rnonitoring by a ce r tified Clrborist shou ld take place for the durn tion of con­

struction. Site v isits w ill ensure that proper measu res are being followed and \·viii ad­
dress any concerns no ted. 

8.1 Tree Protection Fencing 

Pr ior to any constru cti on activity, tree protection fencing must be constru cted around all trees to 

be rctn ined (Table 1 ). The pro tecti ve barrier or fencing must be made of cha in link or 2 x .J 

framing v.- i th ra i lings along the lops, sides and bottom and must remain in place until bui ld ing 

permit completion. The fencing must be at least 1.2m high w ith fence posts spaced no farther 

than 2.4m apart. Snow fencing rnust be fa stened securely to the posts at all times and repairs 
made in Cl timely manner. 

9.0 Summary 

Th is report is based on the proposed site plans and topogra phic survey p rovided by Hearth 
A rchitectura l. Thi s report provides an overview o f the issues and measures to be considered for 
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the pro tection of soi l characteristics, functions relating to tree health and the conservation 

measu res to be considered to reduce impact to reta ined trees. All of the trees identified for 

retention have been given this r0commendation on a preliminary bas is w ith finnl 

rccommcndnt ions to be bnscd on g rnd ing, landscape and construction details. 

A ll parties involved in const ructi on must be aware that long term success in tree retention and 

presen ·a ti on depends on m inimizing impact pre and post construction. Ongoing monitoring is 

reconunended to ensure proper actions such as mulching and watering are prescribed as 

needed to ach ieve success. 
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