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Public Hearing - District Hall - Council Chamber
Tuesday May 15, 2012 - 7:00

Wendel Footpath
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• Safety is the key issue. Wendel is a cut-de-sac with a smaller than normal roundabout due to the
incline of th e propert ies at the end of the st reet. There are 14 homes, 30 cars, 1 motorcycle, 7 dogs,
and 13 kids (to children between the ages of 1 - 9 years old and 3 young teens). There are no
sidewalks. Garbage trucks, delivery tru cks, and service vehicles quite often have to back out of t he
cul-de-sac when vehicles are eit her in their way or parked on the roundabout. Due to the
configuration of the properties of the homes exiti ng directly on the roundabout, residents actually
have to back up and out of the ir homes, signif icantly adding to the safety issue. And when the four
new homes are built ?Add a possible 6-8 cars to the equation.

• We chose Wendel because of the cul-de-sacand the great location to raise our families.

• The fence went up at t he end of the cul-de-sac 13 years ago due to teens and vandalism. It
alleviated the problem signif icantly, but we are still experiencing vandalism and loitering by teens
today . In addit ion, there is already foot t raff ic, joggers, skateboarders, and mountain bikers trying to
get t hrough the fenced area. Putting in a footpath wi ll put us back to where we were 13 years ago.

• Between 8:15 and 8:45am is peak t ime for traffi c during weekdays in the area, when Wendel/::::0 ,~ .." ,q
residents dr ive off to work and kids in surrounding neighborhoods head to school. Out of curiosity, f"'"7~ "'"1 <V, r

on Monday I counted the additional student t raffic that t he footpath would bring to Wendel - 118 '
student walkers, 11 skateboarders, and 8 cyclists come off Chaucer or head north on Fromme, plus
the congestion of t he constant convoy of cars heading north on Fromme to drop off kids. Add this to
Wendel residents leaving the cul-de-sac during this busy t ime and you have an accident waiting to
happen.

• On evening and weekends, visibility is decreased due to resident vehicles parked on the street - yet
another added safety concern.

• The footpath will make Wendel cul-de-sac a main access. Wendel is a street which is not only
narrowe r than some of the neighboring streets in the vicinity, but more importantly, has no
sidewalks. It will increase the flow of foot t raffic, joggers, skateboarders, mountain bikers, dogs, and
especially teens, drugs, and vandalism.

• Argyle School's plans to rebuil d will allow for an alte rnative option with the connector rout ing north
beside the playing fields and green space.. A..J i> bo............... ,~0I'7.h~ rx» c......krv~)
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• Given the above, and if you and your family lived on Wendel, which option would you support?
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To whom it may concern:
Approximately three years ago, we were asked if we approved

of the building of houses with basement suites on lots that
preciously had one house. The proposal was to build two or three
houses on lots of sold homes that were built in the sixties. I sent a
letter stating that our street could not accommodate the amount of
cars that would be using the street if these houses were allowed to
have tenants. Each house would probably have four cars, as most
people are a two car family. My letter was ignored. I did not
receive any reply nor did anyone else on Violet street. We had
pointed out that the street has no sidewalks. It is very narrow. Our
own house does not have a legal back alley. It is two ruts in the
ground and is not paved. The garbage trucks do not use the rutted
alley.

The builders were allowed to put three houses next to our
dwelling, where there preciously, was one house. We now have six
people using the street to park cars. Each house does have a two
car garage, but as one might suspect, these are used as storage
units. There is parking behind the garages and some people use it
but not all comply and park on the street. I mentioned in my
previous paragraph, there are no side walks. There are also two day
care centers on our street. Yesterday I watched as a car, zoomed
down the street and a youngster was running across to her house.
Thankfully, she was not hit. Peop le also use Violet Street as a short
cut to Emerson. They are able to miss two lights if they use our
street. There are cars parked on both sides of our street so the
actual driving area, is very narrow.

We had also phoned the city regarding the building of the three



Eric Cornthwaite

houses next to our house. There was no inspection of building
codes. If fact, the builder was on a bulldozer, in the rain, moving an
electrical wire off the road. We mentioned there were heritage trees
on the lot and they were all removed.

This nightmare could have been lessened, but as no one noted
our initial concerns, it has come to fruition.

Before a child is killed, We would like speed bumps and
enforcement of cars, that have suitable parking in the rear of their
houses, to park in the appropriate area. Our street is not a freeway
but it has managed to resemble one.

I had also requested three years ago, that someone from the
district of North Vancouver, come and physica lly note the layout of
our street prior to the building of these homes. No one came or we
would not have this problem.

I realize money is made on these homes that are built. Is it a
good thing for Violet Street? Ask the people who have day care
with children under five years of age and the pensioners who have
to walk down the street to get to their homes.

We would appreciate some attention to this matter. It appears
that something drastic has to happen to attract the attention of
people who make decisions without careful deliberation.
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Lynn Valley Community Association
Mollie Nve House, 940 l ynn v alley Road, North Vancouver, B.C. V7J l Z7, http://lvca.ca/

May 14. 2012

Mayor & Council
DISTRICT OF NORTH VANCOUVER
355 West Queens Road
North Vancouver, Be V7N 4N5

Dear Mayor and Council:
Re: Proposed Development at 1131 Frederick Rd.

The Lynn Valley Community Association (LVCA) has supported this townhouse development as
proposed because:

• it meets the intent of the 1998 Lynn Valley Local Area Plan and the 2011 District OCP,

• the enhancement of the riparian area is commendable. and

• the tra il connection between Baird Rd. and Wend el PI. links the Town Centre to Hunter Park
and Princess Park. The Hastings Creek trail has long been identified as the backbone of
the pedestrian trail system in Lynn Valley.

However, LVCA is aware that residents of Wendel PI. have strong objections to the proposed
trail connection, and that Council has requested alterna tive routes be looked at. On May 9th the
LVCA Plan Mon itor ing Group met with Staff and some of the concerned resident s, and whil e the
discussion was amicable and wide-ranqinq. we were not able to find a mutually satisfactory
solution.

Given that th is matter is now at Public Hearing, LVCA feels that the best approach for the
Dist rict to pursue is to ensure increased connectivity, a clearly stated policy of the District's 201 1
OC P. While LVCA can accept the poss ibility of a northerly route that would avoid Wendel PI. by
traversing school property, we remain convinced that the best routing for the connection west to
Hunter park is a well-lit. well-desiqned pedest rian pathwa y on the alignment in the developer's
proposal .

LVCA respectfull y offers the following reasons for our position :

1) We believe Wendel PI. is a "naturally direct" route and will thus be used as a route whether
or not an official trail exists. We understand th is has been the case in the past. despite SO
44's major installation of cham-link fenc ing in response to previous resident concerns. We
would expect this use to continue

2) A northerly route would require commitments from School District 44 which have not been
made. LVCA would object strongly to Council relying solely on an option which is "not yet
real.~ W e would also want to be sure that potential impacts on the residents at 3420 - 3464
Fromme Rd. had been Iully considered.

3) A northerly route would end mid-block on Fromme Rd, requiring a detour south to Wendel l
Chaucer. We do not see this as conn ectivity, and also have some concern that it will tend to
foster a jaywalking safety hazard, in addition to confusing the trail route. In contrast, the



Wendel PI. route leads straight to an existing intersection and crosswalk , providing the
safest route for crossing Fromme Rd.

4) VV~ acknowledge w ende! Pi. residents' concerns that the proposed trail might Increase
vandalism or drug dealing next to their homes. However LVCA believes proper design of
the trail and its edges, along with regular pedestrian traffic and occasional enforcement
measu res, may actually reduce rather than increase the level of such activity.

5) LVCA also empathizes with residents' concerns over increased congestion and potential for
confl icts arising from the undersized Wendel Pi. cul-de-sac and long, steep panhandle
dri veways. However. we believe slow-moving vehicles in a congested cul-de-sac pose less
risk to pedestrians than those moving much faster on Fromme Rd. LVCA still believes it
may be possible to find an improved configuration for the Wendel PI cul-de-sac which could
accommodate the proposed trail.

LVCA believes that pedestrian links will assume much greater importance in the future, and we
support the strong parks and trails policies in the new OCP. We hope that Council will see the
long-term wisdom of fully implementing those policies, which were developed through much
public input. effort and expense. At this time, LVCA respectfully asks that Council ensure trail
options are not abandoned until this matter can be examined to the fullest extent.

Please feel free to contact me at president@lvca,ca if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Eric Miura,
Pres ident

)

)

)
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School District

APf1127, 2012

Steven Peter sscn. MCIP
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The District of North Vancouver
355 Wes t Queens North Vancouver Be V7N 4N5

Dear Steven:

Re: Proposed Relocation of Trail at Argyle

I wish to ackn owledge our general understanding regarding lhe preferred future alignment of the
trail over North Vencou ver School District (NVSD) property at Argyle Secondary SChool. This
future Irall wou ld be possible if the school IS replaced in the manner suggested in the feasibil ity
study carried out in 201 1. The Ministry of Education has the final say on the design and timing of
any replacement project. so NVSD can not guarantee that a specific design wi ll be tonowed or
when the con strucuon projec t will occur

The preferred option proposed in the feasibility study is full replacement on the field to the east of
its curren t lccanco. The sport fields would then be relocated on the west side of the site fronting
onto Fromme Road Ideally , a new trail would proceed in an east-west direction from where it
now ends in the forested area (proposed to be deeded to the District of North Vancouver) to
Fromme Road

Please contact me if you require additional information.

Yours tru ly.

Ian Abe rcrombie . MAIBC
Director Facunes and Planning
(6041 903--4612
iabe rcrombie@nvsd44 be C~

IAlmg

cc . Irene Yoong. Secretary Treasurer. S0#44
James Fox, Wedgewood Ven tures ltd
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•

We, the undersigned residents, petition the Corporation of North Vancouver to not allow the relocat ion of
the footbridge currently situated at the northern portion of the Argyle School parking lot to the proposed
relocation site at the endof Baird Road.
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We, the undersigned residents, petition the Corporation ofNorth Vancouver to not allow the relocation of
the foot bridge currently situated at the northern portion of the Argyle School parking lot to the proposed
relocation site at the end of Baird Road.
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May 1. 20 12

To: Mayor and Council

Re: Wendel Place /Arey le South Parkine Lot Development

I have just found out that the Public Hearing on this matter is schedu led for May 15, 2012 . As I will be away
and unable to attend. I take th is opportunity to express my views on this development now.

I fully support the Development Proposal that was reviewed by Council on April 2, 2012 . This support
includes the proposed east/west tra il connection linking Wendel Place and Baird Road. If this connection is
not put into place at the time of development, the oppo rtu nity will be lost forever.

As a long term resident of Lynn Valley and one who walks frequently in the neighbourhood, I was ups et
whe n the cur rent fence between Wendel Place and the Argyle Parking Lot was put in place several yea rs ago.
As a pa rt icipant in the LVOCP process in the 1990's, I supported the rezo ning of the parking lot property as a
way of having a developmen t that wou ld ope n the route to public access again.

The LVOCP process identi fied severa l linea r tra ils in Lynn Valley that wou ld enhance publi c use and
connectivity in the valley. The Hastings Creek Trai l is one of those t rails. Because there are pri vate
properties crossing Hasting Creek, the creek on ly has parallel trail routes for part of its length and relies on
road access to link the various trail sections. I welcomed the prospect of development that would include
the east/west trail corr idor and which would go a long way to imp roving the Hastings Creek corr idor for the
public. The Grouse Wood area is a good example of where this has been success fully do ne.

Concern has been expressed abo ut cited pedestr ian safety concerns on Wendel Place. However, the alternate
route suggested through Ronayne Road is more dangero us to pedestri ans than Wendel Place - it has more
houses and dr iveways, no side wa lks and it is a th rough street with more traffic going in bot h directions.
Wende l Place would be the safer alternative for pedestrians and it is also the most direct link to the Chaucer
Stre et entrance to Hunter Park/H astings Creek Trail.

The other alte rnative suggest ion, to rou te the tra il thro ugh Argyle School when it is rebuilt. is also not a
direct link and it is not at all guaranteed that the School District wou ld agree to such a trail through its
pro pe rty in the future (likely not before 20 15). In add ition , creati ng and maintaining t rails is not the School
District's mandate and it would be unfair to delegate th is DNV resp onsibility to them.

I understa nd the re have been issues with student and illegal activities but closing st reets or trail s or access is
not the way to deal with such issues. The school administration should be involved to resolve student issues
and the RCM P should be involved to deal with illegal activities. Stud ies have shown tha t publi c places such
as trails that have regular usage, both frequent and ra ndo m, by the general public. tend to discourage
unwa nted behaviours. Added housing, visibility. and usage of the tra il corr idor should deter illegal activities
as proven in many other places .

I hope Council will reconsider this matter and support this develo pme nt with the direct east/ west tra il,
linking Baird Road and Wendel Place rema ining in place. This natural trail link will respect the original
intentions of the LVOCP and will benefit the overall community.

Thank you.

Suzanne Mazoret
1380 Doran Road
North Vancouver, B.C. V7K IM9
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